
room that all our friends 
helped to decorate. 

   As I came in December, 
we were in the 
midst of  preparing 
for the Christmas 
Concert perform-
ance. Everyday, 
Ms. Rachel and I 
practiced singing 
and dancing and 
hand gestures with 
our friends, know-
ing that we  have 
no idea what to 
expect come the 
day of the actual 
performance! 

   Ms. Rachel and I are so 
proud of all our friends for 
performing on stage for the 
first time. So much to re-
member! Reciting both 
Chinese and English songs, 
with all their hand ges-

   Happy New Year! 

   I really enjoy and look for-
ward to my friends’ enthusi-
asm towards 
everything 
we do. Com-
ing here in 
December, it 
was nonstop 
Arts & Crafts. 
We did so 
much glitter-
ing, coloring, 
cutting, past-
ing, drawing 
and mix and 
matching 
simply be-
cause there 
were so much available in 
terms of craft-making for the 
holiday and winter season. 

   I happen to really enjoy 
Arts & Crafts, so I really 
enjoyed this time with my 

friends and took this opportu-
nity to introduce different 
kinds of crafts and new works 
of art to them. We cut and 

glittered  snowflakes, made 
snowmen and candy canes 
out of construction paper, and 
wooden Christmas tree orna-
ments. Ms. Rachel and I also 
constructed a real ginger-
bread house for each class-

Thoughts from Ms. Katie 

Welcome New Friends! 
We are happy 
to welcome 
some new 
friends to pre-
school. Adelyn 
is 3 years old 
and the proud 
sister of little 
Aiden, who is 
only 15 
months. She 
loves to move 
around and do 

different things and 
is happy to be here 
and take good care of 
her cute little 
brother. Yue-er is a 
sweetheart and her 
mom is from China. 
She is already very 
fluent in Chinese and 
is excited to learn 
English along with 
all her classmates. 
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IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Holiday Closings 2019 

 
Please mark your calen-
dar. These are the days 
our preschool will be 
closed in 2019. 

 Martin Luther King 
Day 1/21 (Monday) 

 President's Day 2/18 
(Monday) 

 Good Friday Day 4/19 
(Friday) 

 Memorial Day 5/27 
(Monday) 

 Independence Day 
7/4 (Thursday) 

 Labor Day 9/2 
(Monday) 

 Columbus Day 10/14 
(Monday) 

 Thanksgiving & the 
following day 11/28-
11/29 (Thursday - 
Friday) 

 Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day 12/24-
12/25 (Tuesday - 
Wednesday) 

 New Years Day 1/1 
(Wednesday) 
 

Note: Every parent should 
have received this notice 
by email. If you did not 
receive the email, please 
check with Mr. Rachel to 
make sure we have the 
right address on file.  

If there are any changes 
to the above dates, we 
will provide a further up-
date. 



Decrating the Christmas tree: 

Page 2 

December 2018 
   Ms. Katie and Ms. Rachel col-
laborated during the holiday 
season to make holiday crafts, 
treats, and decorate the class-
room Christmas trees with 
handmade crafts and shiny orna-
ments. 
   Because many of these projects 
were class or group projects, our 
little friends practiced waiting 
patiently for his or her turn to 
decorate the gingerbread houses 
and hang ornaments on the 
trees. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

 Ms. Katie -- “There’s so much we can do for the 
holidays so Ms. Rachel and I took advantage of it. 
We love the fact that now our friends will associ-
ate the period after Thanksgiving to New Years as 
a time of festivity, merriment and cheerfulness. 
From now on, I’m sure when my friends hear that 
Christmas is approaching, they will get really ex-
cited because they just know it will be a fun time. 

 

Tanvika 
Dolls 

Ayan 
Race Car 

Sam 
Presents 

Kedi 
Food 

Christian 
Airplane 

Amoura 
Santa 

Girik 
Toys 

Freja 
Princess 

Sanai 
Barbie 

Aarna 
Fruit 

Aashwin 
Robot 

Ayden 
Cars 



   On Friday, December 21, 2018, 
a few days before the big holiday, 
our friends got their best game on, 
in their best dressed and per-
formed as the opening number to 
our Holiday Concert. 

   So practicing is one thing. Ever 
since November, Ms. Katie and 
Ms. Rachel have been practicing 

and rehearsing with our little friends every-
day for the concert, on stage, off stage, and 
in the classroom. But one thing was for 
sure, nothing is for sure when our friends 
are on stage for the first time in front of a 
live audience and all their parents. 

Here are some of the best and most memo-
rable moments! 

will be learning about our sur-
roundings - the weather, seasons, 
cold, hot, snowy, changing of one 
season into another and why that 
happens. We will be reading lots of 
books. Our favorites are 

   I also want my friends to start 
becoming more independent. So 
in addition to fine motor skills 
associated with writing and 
drawing, I teach my kids to put 
on their own jackets and shoes 
and how to zipper up. 

   I love that my friends get along 
great with each other, how each 

tures, and speak into a micro-
phone, all in front of a live, 
large audience. Thank you par-
ents for coming and giving 
them your love and support. 

   My main academic objective 
in January is to improve my 
students’ fine motor skills. I 
want to make sure my students 
are holding their pencils and 
crayons correctly and to move 
my older students who have 
solid fundamentals to do things 
beyond reciting the alphabet 
and counting numbers.  

   With my older students, we 

is so different. As  group, I love that they are well-
mannered and motivated towards the tasks we look for-
ward to each day. 

The Show Will Go On 

Thoughts from Ms. Katie (continued) 
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At the end of their 

performance, we 

asked each of our 

friends to say into 

the microphone 

what they wanted 

for Christmas. (See 

Page 2 ornaments 

for what each of our 

little friends said). 

Parents, did they 

get what they 

wanted? 

Elite Prep Holiday 
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JANUARY NEWSLETTER 
SHOWTIME: Our Friends On Stage 



make up a word. Each word 
is essentially a separate draw-
ing, or character, as many 
call it. 

   How then, do you teach 
children all these different 

“pictures?”  
  
According 
to some 
experts, to 
be consid-
ered 
“literate” 
in the Chi-
nese lan-
guage, one 
must 
know 
about 

5,000 different characters. 
That’s a lot! 

   One of the difficulties in 
learning Chinese is that it is 
not alphabet or letter-based. 
Unlike English or many 

other languages, there is 
no 

alphabet where we can piece 
together certain letters to 

   However, says Ms. Jeannie, 
even Chinese characters can 
be broken down, have their 
origin and  makeup, and rea-
sons why each character 
looks the way it does. 

   Some characters were cre-
ated to look like what they 
mean, such as the words sun, 
moon, mountain, water. They 
are all shaped to look like the 
actual object. Some charac-
ters are combinations of two 
or more simpler characters 
such as the word “sharp” 
which is the character “small” 
on top of the character “big,” 
to signify something with a 
point. Neat, huh? 

   Continue reading all our 
Chinese sections to see how 
Ms. Jeannie has started 
teaching Chinese characters 
to our friends. 

Ms. Jeannie: Learning Chinese 

17 School House Road 
Somerset, NJ 08873 

Phone: 732-271-9000 
Fax: 732-200-1063 

E-mail: contact@elitekids.us: 

Elite Kids. A Division of 
Elite Preparatory Academy. 

Visit www.EliteKids.us 

Ms. Rachel’s Wintry Crafts 

Ms. Rachel - 
 
   “The holidays were a great time for 
my friends to practice and improve 
their fine motor skills. With all the cut-
ting, gluing, decorating, and handling 
miniature shapes and textured pieces, 
we made some beautiful Christmas art-
work in my class. 
 
   In class, we learned about opposites: 
hot and cold, tall and short, bright and 
dark and continued to improve fine mo-
tor development. As my friends get to 
know each other and get more comfort-
able with each other day after day, we 
constantly have to reinforce good man-
ners and playing nicely with each other. 
 
   Our favorite book this past month 
was I Know An Old Lady Who Swal-
lowed A Snowball. In fact, our friends 
enjoy all the books from the “I Know 
An Old Lady” series. Our new beloved 
character is Peppa the Pig. We also 
heard many Christmas tales during 
Christmastime.” 


